
Summer Reading for Incoming 11th Graders 
Response Essay (50 points) 
Group Presentation (50 points) 

 
Step 1: Choose and obtain one book from the list below to read over the summer before your junior 
year.  
 
Step 2: Read your chosen book and write a response essay to the book of at least 2-3 pages (anything 
less than 2 FULL pages will lose points). Your response should discuss your thoughts, responses, and 
reactions to your chosen book considering its themes, characters, plot elements, etc. The point here is 
to document YOUR responses to a given piece of literature. What makes you like or dislike a book? What 
grabs your attention? 
The response essay should follow MLA guidelines for formatting (double spaced, 12-point Times New 
Roman font, 1” margins, with proper heading information, and page numbers with last name on top 
right). Improperly formatted papers will also lose points. 
 
Response essays are due the first day of classes. 
 
Step 3: During the first week of classes you will work together with others who read the same book to 
create and deliver a presentation that will educate and interest the rest of the class in the book’s 
content, literary merits, and author. 
 
 
 

Invisible Man 
By Ralph Ellison 

The nameless narrator of the novel describes growing up in a black community in the South, 
attending a Negro college from which he is expelled, moving to New York and becoming the 
chief spokesman of the Harlem branch of "the Brotherhood", and retreating amid violence 
and confusion to the basement lair of the Invisible Man he imagines himself to be. The book 
is a passionate and witty tour de force of style, strongly influenced by T.S. Eliot's The Waste 
Land, Joyce, and Dostoevsky.  

 
 

 
On the Road 

By Jack Kerouac 
Inspired by Jack Kerouac's adventures with Neal Cassady, On the Road tells the story of 
two friends whose cross-country road trips are a quest for meaning and true 
experience. Written with a mixture of sad-eyed naiveté and wild ambition and imbued 
with Kerouac's love of America, his compassion for humanity, and his sense of 
language as jazz, On the Road is the quintessential American vision of freedom and 
hope, a book that changed American literature and changed anyone who has ever 

picked it up.  



Slaughterhouse-Five 

By Kurt Vonnegut 

Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world’s great antiwar books. 

Centering on the infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the result 

of what Kurt Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about 

what he had witnessed as an American prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, 

science fiction, autobiography, and satire in an account of the life of Billy Pilgrim, a 

barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien abductee. As Vonnegut 

had, Billy experiences the destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he 

experiences time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.”                             

 

Song of Solomon 
Toni Morrison 

Song of Solomon begins with one of the most arresting scenes in our century's 
literature: a dreamlike tableau depicting a man poised on a roof, about to fly into the 
air, while cloth rose petals swirl above the snow-covered ground and, in the astonished 
crowd below, one woman sings as another enters premature labor. The child born of 
that labor, Macon (Milkman) Dead, will eventually come to discover, through his 
complicated progress to maturity, the meaning of the drama that marked his birth. Toni 
Morrison's novel is at once a romance of self-discovery, a retelling of the black 
experience in America that uncovers the inalienable poetry of that experience, and a 

family saga luminous in its depth, imaginative generosity, and universality. It is also a tribute to the ways 
in which, in the hands of a master, the ancient art of storytelling can be used to make the mysterious 
and invisible aspects of human life apparent, real, and firm to the touch. 
 
 

The Monkey Wrench Gang  
Edward Abbey 

Ex-Green Beret George Hayduke has returned from war to find his beloved 
southwestern desert threatened by industrial development. Joining with Bronx exile and 
feminist saboteur Bonnie Abzug, wilderness guide and outcast Mormon Seldom Seen 
Smith, and libertarian billboard torcher Doc Sarvis, M.D., Hayduke is ready to fight the 
power, taking on the strip miners, clear-cutters, and the highway, dam, and bridge 
builders who are threatening the natural habitat. The Monkey Wrench Gang is on the 
move and peaceful coexistence be damned!  



The Autobiography of Malcolm X 

Malcolm X, Alex Haley, Attallah Shabazz  

In the searing pages of this classic autobiography, originally published in 1964, Malcolm 
X, the Muslim leader, firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells the extraordinary story of 
his life and the growth of the Black Muslim movement. His fascinating perspective on 
the lies and limitations of the American Dream, and the inherent racism in a society 
that denies its nonwhite citizens the opportunity to dream, gives extraordinary insight 
into the most urgent issues of our own time. The Autobiography of Malcolm X stands as 
the definitive statement of a movement and a man whose work was never completed 
but whose message is timeless. It is essential reading for anyone who wants to 
understand America.  

 

Love Medicine 

Louise Erdrich 

Set on and around a North Dakota Ojibwe reservation, Love Medicine—the first novel 

by bestselling, National Book Award-winning author Louise Erdrich—is the epic story 

about the intertwined fates of two families: the Kashpaws and the Lamartines. With 

astonishing virtuosity, each chapter draws on a range of voices to limn its tales. Black 

humor mingles with magic, injustice bleeds into betrayal, and through it all, bonds of 

love and family marry the elements into a tightly woven whole that pulses with the 

drama of life. Filled with humor, magic, injustice and betrayal, Erdrich blends family 

love and loyalty in a stunning work of dramatic fiction.   

 
The Poisonwood Bible 

Barbara Kingsolver 
The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a 

fierce, evangelical Baptist who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 

1959. They carry with them everything they believe they will need from home, but 

soon find that all of it—from garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously transformed on 

African soil. What follows is a suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing and 

remarkable reconstruction over the course of three decades in postcolonial Africa. The 

novel is set against one of the most dramatic political chronicles of the twentieth 

century: the Congo's fight for independence from Belgium, the murder of its first elected prime minister, 

the CIA coup to install his replacement, and the insidious progress of a world economic order that robs 

the fledgling African nation of its autonomy. Against this backdrop, Orleanna Price reconstructs the story 

of her evangelist husband's part in the Western assault on Africa, a tale indelibly darkened by her own 

losses and unanswerable questions about her own culpability. Also narrating the story, by turns, are her 

four daughters—the self-centered, teenaged Rachel; shrewd adolescent twins Leah and Adah; and Ruth 

May, a prescient five-year-old. These sharply observant girls, who arrive in the Congo with racial 

preconceptions forged in 1950s Georgia, will be marked in surprisingly different ways by their father's 

intractable mission, and by Africa itself.  
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