
12th Grade 

• In-class response essay (first week of school) 
 

Step 1: Choose and obtain one book from the list below to read over the summer. 
 

Step 2: As you read, consider the book’s themes, characters, cultural or historical context, 
settings, and plot to prepare for an in-class writing assignment during the first week of classes. 
The in-class writing assignment will give you the opportunity to respond to the ideas in the text. 
You must be ready to write about the book during the first week of classes to earn full credit for 
the assignment. 
 

The Road by Cormac McCarthy  

 
 
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE The searing, post-apocalyptic novel about a father and 
son’s fight to survive. A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves 
in the ravaged landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, and when 
the snow falls it is gray. The sky is dark. Their destination is the coast, although they don’t know 
what, if anything, awaits them there. They have nothing; just a pistol to defend themselves 
against the lawless bands that stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged 
food—and each other. The Road is the profoundly moving story of a journey. It boldly imagines 
a future in which no hope remains, but in which the father and his son, “each the other’s world 
entire,” are sustained by love. Awesome in the totality of its vision, it is an unflinching 
meditation on the worst and the best that we are capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate 
tenacity, and the tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation. 

 

 

 



The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway  

 
 
A poignant look at the disillusionment and angst of the post-World War I generation, the novel 
introduces two of Hemingway’s most unforgettable characters: Jake Barnes and Lady Brett 
Ashley. The story follows the flamboyant Brett and the hapless Jake as they journey from the 
wild nightlife of 1920s Paris to the brutal bullfighting rings of Spain with a motley group of 
expatriates. It is an age of moral bankruptcy, spiritual dissolution, unrealized love, and vanishing 
illusions. First published in 1926, The Sun Also Rises is “an absorbing, beautifully and tenderly 
absurd, heartbreaking narrative...a truly gripping story, told in lean, hard, athletic prose” (The 
New York Times). 
 
 

 


